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Story  and  photos  by  Dan  Rodlie 
 
          In   January,   we   took   a   two-
week,   ‘back-to-back’   cruise  
onboard   the  CARNIVAL   LIB-
ERTY   based   in   San   Juan,  
Puerto  Rico.    The  cruise  took  us  
to   St.   Thomas,   Barbados,   St.  
Lucia,  St.  Kitts  and  St.  Maarten  
and  gave  me  ample  opportunity  
for  ship-spotting.     
          Paying   the   extra   $60   to   get  
internet  connection  allowed  me  
to  use  the  AIS  system  to  get  the  
names   and   data   on   every   ship  
we   encountered.      As   many   of  
the  ships  were  yachts,  checking  
out   http://
www.superyachtfan.com/

superyacht_owners_register_i_q.html  was  like  opening  a  ‘snoop-book’  on  the  
technical  details  and  owners  of  all  floating  vessels  seen.     

It  was  also  interesting  to  see  some  of  these  small  ports  and  ships  that  have  
been  depicted  on  so  many  of  the  stamps  from  these  island  over  the  years.     

We  boarded  the  ship  in  San  Juan  which  is  also  the  base  for  ships  owned  
by   Disney,   Royal   Caribbean   and   others.      Docked   next   to   us   was   SEVEN  
SEAS   NAVIGATOR   [Togo   #   (2014)   7500F  M.S   –  WP  61:02]   as  well   as  
DISNEY   WONDER   [Bahamas   (Castaway   Cay)   #917   (1998)   55c],                  
CELEBRITY   SUMMIT   and  JEWEL   OF   THE   SEAS.  Most   interesting  
was  how  simple  the  port  was  with  one  dock  for  cruise  ships  and  the  commer-
cial  dock  a  mile  away   

After  our   first   night   at   sea,  we   arrived   early   in  St.  Thomas.  Among   the  
hundreds   of   yachts,   we   noted   Steven   Spielberg’s   old   yacht   SOLANGE.        
JEWEL   OF   THE   SEAS   fol-
lowed  us  in. 

The   next   day   was   spent   at  
sea   until   we   arrived   at   Bridge-
town,  Barbados  on  Day   3.     Here  
were   quite   a   few   familiar   ships  
including  the  tug  BARBADOS   II  
[Barbados   #1206   (2012)   50c   –  
WP   59:52]   and   the   Polish   sail  
ship   FRYDERYK   CHOPIN  
[Poland   #3275d   (1996)   75g,  
#4090  (2013)  8.50z  –  WP  43:81).     
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