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TYPES OF SAILING VESSELS DEPICTED ON STAMPS 
By W. Amons 

Having studied a l o t  of d i f fe ren t  books deal ing with sa i l i ng  vessels, writ- 
ten i n  the Dutch, Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, English and German languages, I 
have noted t h a t  t he  names given t o  some types of ten d i f fered and thus rendered 
some d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  us co l lec tors  of Ships on Stamps. Also, t h a t  the di f ferent  
names given by the authors are f u l l y  misleading t o  ilLandlubbers.'? 

Being a very in te res ted  yachtsman i-ry ac tua l  sa i l i ng  has been only i n  small 
c ra f t ;  however, be5n.g a l so  a ship2xng m a n  I have hcd the opportunity t o  see and L go aboard many of the  la rger  types and t o  discuss them with the old "Salts." As 
a resu l t  of n-y studies and the de ta i l s  learned from discussions I hope the follow- 
ing descriyt ions of the various types w i l l  ass is t  my fel low co l lec tors  i n  mounting 
t h e i r  stamps under the cor rect  c lass i f i ca t ion .  I do not pretend t o  be absolutely 
correct  i n  a l l  pa r t i cu la rs ,  even tho acknowledged experts d i f f e r  on some, but  I 
bel ieve these descript ions will help t o  c l a r i f y  the di f ference betmen the maw 
types . 

Sai l ing vessels may be divided i n  d i f f e ren t  c lasses,  i n  d i f f e ren t  ways; f o r  
example, according t o  the mater ia l  of which they have been b u i l t  (wood, compo- 
s i t e ,  iron or  s t e e l ) ,  according t o  t h e i r  model (ca r r ie rs  and c l ippers ,  e t c .  ) , and 
by the way they are rigged. Since it i s  p rac t i ca l l y  impossible f o r  us co l lec tors  
to h e a m  from the stamp whether a vesse l  was b u i l t  from wood o r  s t e e l  I bel ieve 
t h i s  c lass i f i ca t ion  t o  be of  only minor i n te res t .  Vk can, however, usual ly  
ascer ta in  the  type of r igging depicted. 

The manner i n  which sa i l i ng  vesse ls  are r igged may be divided i n t o  two main 
c lasses : SQUARE-RIGGED and FORE-AND-AFT. Square -rigged vessels have the s a i l s  
fastened t o  yards (spars) which cross t h e  centre- l ine (keel- l ine)  of the vessel .  
In  addition t o  these square s a i l s  they have tr iangular s tay-sa i ls  fastened t o  
the stays t h a t  support t he  masts. They a lso have a ga f f -sa i l ,  ca l led  a SPANKER, 
fastened t o  the hindermost mast.. On many of the larger  vessels,  and ex-p?cially 
on German ships, t h i s  spanker was divided i n  two par ts ,  the lower and upper 
spanker. Fore-and-aft r igged vessels have a gaff and a boom a t  a l l  the masts, 
thus enabling them t o  car ry  the Raff-sai l .  Above the ga f f -sa i l s  it was usual  
t o  ho is t  a gaff-tcpsr.i l .  They a lso  car r ied s a i l s  fastened t o  the stays.  31 
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addit ion t o  these pr inc ipa l  d i f ferences i n  r igging sa i l i ng  vessels are fu r ther  
d i ~ i d c d  i n  c lasses depending on the number of masts. Further, some vessels are 
square-rigged, o r  p a r t i a l l y  square-rigged, on one o r  more masts and fore-and-aft 
r igged on the others. 

Before enter ing i n t o  t h e  de ta i l s  regarding t h e  various types I should f i r s t  
c a l l  your a t ten t ion  t o  the following facts. In some countr ies - as f o r  instance 
i n  Great Br i ta in  and the Scandinavian countr ies - a l l  s a i l s  hoisted t o  the top- 
masts are named TOP-SAILS; whereas, i n  other countr ies the tops have d i f fe ren t  
nanes and the s a i l s  on the  d i f fe ren t  tops have the nme of the corresponding top. 
Thus one may meet with the nams  of 2-, 3-, and h-masted topsa i l  schooners heving 
yards on a t  l e a s t  the fore-mast. I do not  propose t o  use these names f o r  t h i s  
c lass  of sa i l i ng  vessels and f e e l  convinced t h a t  my c lass i f i ca t i on  i s  c learer  and 
w i l l  prevent nix-ups. This i s  i n  accordance å´wit the leading Dutch and German 
standard works and old-timers. 

SQU.'2?Y-RIGGED VESSELS - Vesscls having yards with square-sai ls  on all masts 
are ca l led FULL-RIGGED vessels,  o r  mere populc.rty, SHIPS. The SHIPS can be sub- 
divided i n  $-, 4-, and 3-masked ships. They a lso have a spanker e n  the aftermost 
mast and c a r r y  s taysa i l s .  Although the BRIG i s  fu l l - r igged on both her  r iasts it 
i s  not ca l led a 2-masted ship.  The only ^-masted siiip ever built w 2 s  the  FXUGSEH 
belonging t o  Vr. F. Laeisz, Hamburg, owner of t he  famous LtPil Line of se l l i ng  
vessels. Uafortuna.tely t h i s  vesse l  has never been depicted on a star-ip. 

INl?QUES - These are both 4 a id  3-masted. The ^-masted barque i s  square- 
r igged on the .3 foremost roasts; the 4th mast, å´withou yards, i s  rigged xiith the  
so-cal led "spankerH and a gaf f - topsai l .  The 3-masted barque i s  square-rigged on 
the fore  and riiaimmst, the mizzcn-r.iast i s  r i m c d  a s  the 4th mast above. 

BARQUENTINE - May- be e i t h e r  3 or 4-masted. In  e i t h e r  case only the fore- 
mast i s  square-rigged, the ether masts carrying fore-and-aft r i g  only.  

SCHOONER-BASQUE - A s  previously mentioned the  Br i t ish  and Scandinavians c a l l  
å´thi a 3-nasted top-sa i l  schooner; h o i ~ v c r ,  I bel ieve t h a t  "schooner-barque" i s  
a m r e  accurate name. These vesse ls  have 2 o r  3, perhaps 4 yards, r igged to the 
top of the  fore-mast and the other masts are r igged fore-and-aft. The fore-mask 
a lso has a gaf f -sa i l  and a gaf f - topsai l .  

BRIG - Two masts, both square-rigged, and having a spanker said maybe z 
gaf f - topsai l  on the  ma inams t  only. 

BRIGANTINE - Two masts, the  fore-mast square rigged, the main-mast r igged 
fore-and-aft. 

SCIIOGI'ER-BRiG - Two masts, the fore-mast r igged as on a schooner-bxquo and 
the main-mast riggcd forc-and-aft. 

QUEER RIGS - One may meet å´wit several ,  more o r  l e s s ,  queer names given t c  
some types of r igging. In most cases these odd types have been ef fec ted accord- 
ing t o  specia l  wishes or ins t ruct ions from the owner. An example oå these 



peculiax' r i n g i n g ~ ,  given the name of JACKASS-RIGGED by Lubbock, i s  the Dutch 
4-nasted vessel  ARGO, square-rigged only a t  the tops oi' the "tvo foremost n a d s  
and fore-and-aft rigged a t  the other two nas ts .  Capt. J. Odervald, a '^ell-known 
and recognised Dutch Author, the name "4-masted schooner-barque" f o r  
t h i s  type. The German owner Vinnen ordered not l e s s  than f i ve  ^-masted vessels,  
t o  be rigged with only b yards t o  the fore-  and ~5ddle-mast ( t h i s  name middle- 
mast was given by the Germans). Lubbock says about these vessels one might c a l l  
them "Three-mast topsa i l  schooners chasing two-mst t opsa i l  schooners. " I have 
a p ic ture  of the CAZL VINlWN xibich shows her  under f u l l  sail carrying 3 square 
s a i l s  a t  her %i.ddle-mastlt and fu l l - r igged a t  her  fore-mast, and besides these 
sails she ca r r i es  gaf f -sai ls  a-L her  5 masts and gaf f - topsa i ls  a t  her 2nd, hth, 
and 5th masts. I must a lso  mention the name HEM-WIBODITE-BRIG, this pecul iar  
name has long been forgot ten and t h i s  type is now usual ly  ca l led  a brigantine. 

Of course, Â¥w now and then meet with reproductions of vessels dea l t  with 
by a r t i s t s  according t o  t h e i r  t a s t e  and these a r t i f i c i a l  products can be accepted 
o r  overlooked by the co l lec tor .  Most reproductions, however, are most striking 
and only a few exceptions do not  resemble a vesse l ' s  shape. 

FORE-ALD-AFT RIGGED VESSELS - In t he  United States a g rea t  number of la rge  
schooners wore b u i l t  during and a f t e r  the end of World Uar I. The schooner 

c having the g rea tes t  number of masts was the 7-masted THOIIAS W. LAUSON, b u i l t  i n  
1902. Most o f  these schooners, I should f e e l  inc l ined t o  state all of them, 
vere by ry def in i t ion GAFF-TOPSAIL SCHOONERS. I have learned t h a t  some of them 
not  only had gzf f - topsai ls  bu t  a lso car r ied  t op r i as t  s taysa i l s .  IIany of these 
schooners were l a t e r  equipped with aux i l i a ry  combustion engines. 

The smaller schooners with 2 or e masts, and i n  various types, have often 
been depicted on stamps and I thiri t h e  followin,"- suggestions should be of some 
i n t e r e s t .  I propose t o  divide the 3-masted schooners as follows: For those 
having tcp-masks t o  which a t r iangu la r  g f i - topsa i l  can be hoisted above the 
gaff of all three gaf f -sa i ls ,  I propose the  naa-ie 3-masted GAFF-TOPSAIL SCIIOOIERS, 
(ichosc t h i s  name i n  order t o  define precisely" the di f ference between t h i s  type 
of vesse l  and the one given the  name of TOP-SAIL SCHOONER by the English an2 
Scandinavians .) Those having 3 shor t  masts, without tops,  t o  å´whic only a gaff- 
s a i l  i s  ragged I would ca l l  3-masted GAFF SCHOONERS. The 2-masted schooners 
would be named i n  the same manner; t h a t  i s ,  2-masted GAFF-TOPSAIL and 2-masted 
GaTF SGHOOKERS, 

PORTUGUESE SCHOONER - The main-mast i s  much longer t n a i  the fore-mast and 
can car ry  a gaff- topsai l  -which i s  not possible a t  the fore-mast. The bow has 
the form of a Clipper-bow. 

Y A U  and K3TCH - These have two fore-and-aft r igged masts, the forward mast 
being much t a l l e r  than the after one, and owing t o  the shor t  length of the  l a t t e r  
no gaf f - topsai l  can be hoisted on it. The d is t inc t ion  between the two types i s  
t h e  placement of t he  shor t  mast; i n  a YAWL it i s  stepped aft of the t i l l e r  and 

4 W  i n  the KSTCH it i s  stepped forward of the t i l l e r .  Both of these types may be 
Bermuda rigged; that is, rigged with the modern l o f t y  t r iangu la r  fore-and-aft 
s a i l  ins tead of the ga f f -sa i l .  
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Finally, I wish to add tha t ,  fo r  the most part, I have only deal t  with 

vessels during the period from about 1800 t o  1900 and t ha t  I have spoken about 
masts and top-masts combined, but among the vessels of smaller s izes one may meet 
with the so-called POIEMASTS. These are very long and consist of only one single 
piece and make it possible to lower the yards fu l ly  down to the deck. I have 
omitted t o  mention sai l ing vessels with only a single mast because these may 
practically be considered as yachts. 

The following l ist c lass i f ies  most of the sai l ing vessels depicted on stamps . 
and wi l l  serve as a guide to the proper c lass i f icat ion of others. 

SAILING VESSELS ZPICTED ON STAMPS, CU.SSED ACCORDING TO THE RIGGING 

4-maste d BARQUES : Scott No. 
New Caledonia 113 
New Ze aland 0x30 
U.S.A. 802 

4-masted BARQUENTINE: 
Brazil 742 

4-masted GAFF-TOPSAIL SCHOONER: 
Bermuda 118 

@ 3-masted FJUi-EIGGED SHIPS : 
Rr. Guiana Various 
Belgian Congo 253 
f iance 666 
Greece 620 
Poland B3 7 
WfaW Cll$ 
U.S.A. (La~ayet te)  1010 
U.S.A. 962 
Panama 1 
New Zealand 234 
New Zealand 269 

Liberia 
Barbados 
Costa Rica 
Salvador 
New Zealand 
Trinidad & Tobago 
U.S.A. 
Cuba 
Rus sia 

on coat of arms 8 
Algeria 
Algeria 
Australia 
Canada 
aii31 
H a i t i  

20 
Various 

2 
u9 
23 7 

Various 
567 
331 

lo94 

w 
217 
228 
210 
286 
384 

PRESIDENT EELIX FAURE 
PAKEfi 
(one of the two vessels i n  
Port of Charlotte Amdie) 

J . W. CLISE (and loner MONARCH 
OF BERMUDA) 

(~eaude la i re  ) 
Sail ing ship of 1820 

LA EOLA 
VICTOIRE 
(F'rancis Scott Key) 

AURORA, CUBA, ELEANOR 
JOHN WICKUFFE and Barque 
PHILLIP LAING 
and others on Coat of Arms 
(Britannia) 
and others on Coat of Arms 
and others 
DUIIEDIN 
(Britannia) 
W. F. BAECOCK 
Sl ip  and l i ne r  REX 
SENYAVIM 
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Mauritius 109 
Bahamas 85 
Pitcairn 28 
Turks & C ~ C O S  IS 1 

3-masted FULL-RIGGED SHIP: (Training ships) 
I ta l y  266 
Poland B78 
Germany 
Argentina 

I 1  

3-masted BARQUES z 
Romania 
Angola 
Ceylon 
F!inland 
Hong Kong 
Reunion 
South Africa 168 
Bahamas 69 
Haiti 314 
Hawaii 75 
Hawaii 81 
Monaco 340 
New Ze aland 276 
Venezuela 03 95 
Venezuela C549 
LOCAL GRIMSTAD (~~rway)  

3 -masted BARQUENTINES ; 
Reunion 176 

3-masted SCHOONER-BARQUE: 
Jugoslavi a B90 

3-masted GAFF-TOPSAIL SCHOONERS: 
Bahamas 134 

I f  169 
I 1  mi 

Russia 2090 
3-masted GAFF-SCHOONERS ( K t h  1 yard at  foremast) 

Aitutald 2 9 
Penrhyn 26 
Rarotonga 62 

3-masted GAFF-SCHOONERS: 
Singapore 36 

BRIGS : 
canal Zone 1L2 

8 Jamaica 84 
Mew Ze aland 236 
Peru 348 
Romania 396,67 
Br. Guiana 104,106 
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and others 
and others 
Ship Model 
and others (Dependency Badge ) 

AMERIGO VESPUCCI 
BAR POMORZA 
DEUTSCHLAND 
PRES. SARMIENTO 

11 I t  

MIRCEA (Training ship) 

(tea clipper ) 

WANDERER (originally a brig) 
and others 

CRESSY 
(Arms of Miranda) 
( m s  of Falcon) 

JADRAN (Training ship) 

CARIBBEAN QUEEN 
ZARJA (non-magnetic vessel) 

ALBATROS 

H S . BRITOMART 
SACRAJENTO 
MIRCEA (Training ship) 
SANDBf.CH (with only 2 masts) 
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BRIGANTINES : 

New Foundland $9 
St. Pierre & Miquelon 106 
Ceylon 

I1 
270 
289 

- SCHOONER-BRIG: 
Guadel oupe 191 
New Foundland 

II  I t  
30 
c7 

St. Pierre & Mlquelon 300 
2-masted GAIT-TOPSAIL SCHOONERS : 

Barbados 24l.,221 FRANCES W. SMITH 
II  239 (Harbour Police) 

Cayman Islands 110 REMBRO 
11 II  132 ZIROMA 

Bermuda 105 SONG OF THE WEND 
Cook Islands 87 
French Guyana v3 
Netherlands B63 
Bermuda 28 (a t  l e f t )  
Canada 158 BLUE NOSE 
Colombia 646 
Curacao 164 
Monaco 237 LIHIRONDELLE I 
Singapore 33 ( P a l a d  

Â 2-masted GAFF-SCHOONERS (with 1 yard a t  foremast) : 
Gilbert & Ell ice Is. 49 NBIAIfOA 

2-masted GAFF-SCHOONERS: 
Colombia C250 
Cook Islands 153 MESSENGER OF PEACE 
Q/pms 
New Foundland 
St. Pierre & Mlquelon G16 

I1 I I a 7  
Br . Solomon Islands 96 MIENA 
Tonga 102 AOKJU & A w l .  HIFOFUA 
Barbados 225 (at  l e f t )  I, 

Intentionally I have not mentioned TfiiARSHIPS, but have named the training 
ships and the br ig =TCM&RT as these, according t o  vy opinion, are not special 
f ighting ships. .- 

Auxiliary engines have been placed i n  the antarct ic ships and the polar ship 
FRAM. The PRAM should be classi f ied as a BARQUENTINE rigged vessel; also the 
Falkland stamps depicting the ENDURANCE, FR'iNCiJS, and DISCOVERY show barquen- 
t ine rigged vessels, the DISCOVERY is  hard t o  c lassi fy  but I shmld give her the 
identif ication of a P-Ill-rigged ship; whereas, the POOBQUOI-PAS?, the BBtflICA, 
SCOTIA , and MTARCIIC def ini tely show barque-rigged vessels. The Argentine and 
Romanian stamps also are barque-rigged but the EENOLA, on the Falkland stamp, i n  
icy opinion should not be classed as a 3-masted schooner but, since she is rigged 
similar to the FRAH with a yard as w e l l  as  a topsail on the foremast, the name 
should be barquentine-rigged. 


