
Three Latin American

covers show airmail,

registered, censored,

andofficialexamples.

This1941registeredairmailletter(above)metitscensorin

Britain. Thereversebearsan ovalñForeignòcancelfrom

NewYorkand,ninedayslater,aLondonhoodedcircle.

LloydôsAgents

were and are

found in sea

portsall around

theglobe.



Israelireceipt,tiedwithaLloydôsAgencyhandstampover10milWatchtowerrevenue,isdatedtwenty-threedays

aftertheStateofIsraelwasproclaimed.

Horizontalpairon coverwiththeTHEOH

DAVIES& CO ñlozenge"imprinton the

reverse. ThismarkisunlistedbyDavey.

Theo. H. Davies & Co., one of the

ñBigFiveòcompanieson the islands,

weretheHawaiianagentsfor Lloyd's.



Lloydôs Agents commonly were involved to investigate claims by insurers who were not Lloydôs underwriters.  

Left: Coverbearinga Neopost

(LV-6) 1/- meter cancel with

bottomframelinebrokenin two

places. Thecoverindicatesthat

Doveragentoperatinga ñpost

dept.ò,i.e., functioningas a

forwardingagent.



Replycard(Higgins&Gage#17gwithdies

C&C)with½d domesticrate linenhinge

displayshoodedcirclecancel. Thehex-T

stampindicatestheimpositionof a surtax

fortheunderpaymenttoGermany.

Theunderwritersôneedfor informationaboutshipsspawnedtheseparateentity calledLloydôsRegisterof Shipping.

In its earliestdays,thevolumethatprovidedunderwriterswith detailson theconstructionandownershipof nearly

everyvesselafloatwascloselyguarded.

The 1893 correspondence(above)illustratesthe effort

undertakento updatethe condition of a single vessel,

the steamshipClara Seigheim. The 1899 card (below)

demonstratesa similar effort to confirm a changeof

ownershipof theGardinerB. Reynolds.

Right: Postalreplycard(Higgins& Gage

#25) showsthe designintroducedin 1898

witha 1d foreignrate. Perforationreplaces

the earlierlinen hinge. The cancellation

shownhereisaclearCDS.



Shown above: Lloydôs Register of Shippingslogan cancel meter I17 from Hasler ñMailmasterò. 

Lloyd's Register of

AmericanYachtsdates

from 1903 with a gap

from 1943-1947.

PerfinL4810.03MofLloyd'sRegisterof

British&ForeignShippingappearingon

bothQVandKGVStampissues.



Foreignvesselslisted

in Lloyd's Registerof

Shipping included

nearly the entire fleet

of Norddeutscher

Lloyd. When that

firm was founded in

1858, it had taken

Lloyd as part of its

nameto indicate that

its vesselswere built

to Lloyd's Register

ñA-1òstandards.

To preventit openingthe Post

OfficesealedthisBremenbifold

mailablemenu card with an

officiallabel,onefroman upper

rightcorner. Thelabels,firstused

in1919, wereissuedinsheetsof

20tolargerpostofficesorsheets

of10tosmallerlocations.

Until 1890LloydôsRegisterwas almost exclusivelyconfined to British registeredvesselsalthoughit also

includedsomeforeignvesselsthattradedregularlywith GreatBritain.

Thoughthesamedesign

appearson the unused

Post Officeseal (right)

thislabelcanbedatedto

1949 becauseit bears

theexperimentalóhyphen

holeôperforationvariety.



This surveyorôsreportcovereda 10,490 ton ship of SouthAfrican registryandbearsa Native Tax stampwith

ñRevenueòoverprint.



A 2005 study of illegal,

unreported and unregulated

fishing, co-sponsored by

WWF International, used

data from LloydôsRegister

whenit found thenumberof

large-scale fishing vessels

whose flag is listed as

óunknownôhasgrown to over

1,600 ï or approximately

15% -- of the worldôslarge-

scalefishing fleet.

The Guildhall collection remainsthe most

completesourceof shippingownershipand

usage available anywhere. It provided

importantprimary sourcematerialfor Alex

Haleywhentrackinghis ancestryfor Roots.

Today Lloydôsown

collection of Lloydôs

Registercan be found

on permanentloan to

thelibrary at Guildhall.

TheWWFlogoappearsonbothFiji issuesillustratingspeciesof tunaïtheonewiththeartistôs

nameinthelowerleft(shown)andtheonewithout.

1d red card with Guildhall

Jubileecommemorativecancel



Two wrappers

fromLloydôsList

areshown. The

upper wrapper

is tied with a

squared circle

cancel(TypeIA)

and bears the

1d Newspaper

Duty that took

effectin1836.

Themetermark

on the lower

wrapper bears

the same 1d

rate a full

century after

that rate first

appeared.

Prior to the NewspaperPostageAct of 1834, LloydôsList, as a "privileged unstampednewspaper,òwas

deliveredwithout postage. In 1874LloydôsList amalgamatedwith a rival publicationand,for half a century,

waspublishedasTheShippingGazetteandLloydôsList.

Another publication, this one associateddirectly with Lloydôsuntil 1985,

emergedin 1734 to reporton the movementof vesselsaroundthe globe. The

letterbelowacknowledgesreceiptof just suchintelligence.

The prepaidchargeof 1/2 (in

red) indicatesthe 8d charge

London to Dover (72 miles)

undertheActof1812plus6d for

the ferry from Doverto Calais

was under the Act of 1835.

Additionalmarkingsincludethe

ANGLETERREPAR CALAIS

stampthatdenotestherouteand

a marking(centre)believedtobe

the charge in centimesfor

Calais-Boulogne.



Themomentwar broke out in 1939, Lloydôs

agentssentcablesnot to Lloydôsbut to the

Admiralty. At its discretion the news was

shared with Lloydôsïbut nothing was

publishedinLloydôsList. It appearedonly in

theShippingIndex, everycopyof which was

burnt or returnedto the publisherat the end

of each day.

SpecialGBhandstampcommemoratedthe250thanniversaryofLloydôsList.

In the1990s, a managementbuy-out putLloydôsList on an

independentfooting, completinga separationfrom Lloydôs

thathadbegunin 1973.

Working in foreign

languages presented

challenges. And war

brought censorship,

sometimes from the

origin, sometimesat the

destination. Despite both

obstacles, information

continuedto flow to and

from Lloydôsand its

agents.

Coverfromthe Spanish

Civil War shows that

evena glaringtypo did

notpreventa letterfrom

passingaforeigncensor.



To augment intelligence that arrived by post, the Committee of Lloydôs began in 1852 to set up a chain of 

signal stations around the British coast. By the turn of the century Lloydôs signal stations numbered nearly 

forty.

Though the image of Sir Winston Churchill 

has appeared on many stamps, only the 

Marshall Islands booklet stamp (above) 

and the souvenir sheet marginal image 

(below) show Lady Randolph Spencer 

Churchill nee Clementine Hozier.  

The growth andsuccessof the networkis attributedprimarily

to Sir Henry Hozier, Secretaryof Lloydôsfrom 1874to 1906,

whohadtouredthecoastlineof Englandbuyingup landfor the

stations. Gibb [1957] entitles the chaptercoveringHozierôs

yearsñAGreatSecretary.ò

Bi-coloured cover with duplex barred oval cancel 

(Dubustype 10) from Londonôs West District.

In fact,Hozierôsdeathin 1907occurredwhile

visiting a signal station in Panama (and

before his daughter Clementine married

WinstonChurchill).



Only the Lloydôssignal

stationlocatedhigh atop

Gibraltar still survives

as a working station. It

proved its continuing

usefulnessin the spring

of 1973 when it helped

track a vesselsuspected

of carryingarmsfor the

IRA.

Shipsstill say,ñReportmetoLloydôsòonenteringtheMediterranean.

WhenLloydôscommissioneda wirelesstransmissionby Guglielmo

Marconi in 1898, the gradual replacementbeganof both postal

communicationand the signalingstationsasthe primary sourceof

marineintelligenceatLloydôs.



5.  Non-Marine Insurance

This greatexpansionreachedacrossthe Atlantic and,like otherbusiness

ventures,was fueledby the boom that followed CaliforniaôsGold Rush.

When the Great Earthquakehit San Franciscoin the early morning of

April 18, 1906, Lloydôspaid its claims while other insurersarguedthat

their policiescoveredonly the ensuingfire damage. This onedisasteris

widely creditedwith establishingLloydôsreputationin NorthAmerica.

During the 1880s underwriters at Lloyds once again began writing policies to cover non-marine risks ïthis 

time staying in the business. At the same time, Lloydôs business expanded geographically. As a result non-

marine 

risks in 

Lloydôs third 

century 

exceeded its 

marine 

business. 

1791. Perhapsthe earliestnon-marine claim at Lloydôs

wasits £20,000shareof the losswhena Flour Mill, built

at thefoot of BlackfriarsBridge,wasdestroyedby fire.

Tied by a flag cancel

1897. SeveralIndian princescameto

Englandto takepart in thecelebration

of QueenVictoriaôsDiamondJubilee.

A maharajahtook out insurance for his

valuablejewelry andalsofor his god,which

hebroughtwith him, for a sumof £200,000.

Plate proof printed on india paper mounted on 

card. One of 800.



Lekôs claim included  a 

horizontal strip of four 

(used) and vertical strip of 

five of the Mauritius 2d 

ñPost Officeò issue. In the 

expensive court battle, 

experts testified that these 

items could not exist since 

that stamp was printed in 

plates of twelve laid out 3x4.  

The famous attempted

swindle involved the

theft of a stamp

collectionin Berlin just

after it was insuredfor

£46,500. Whenalbums

containing 17,000

stampswererecovered,

the victim alleged that

his greatest rarities

weremissing.

An infamous gentleman named Mr. Lek proved that even philately sometimes gets involved with insurance fraud.

The court ruled in

favor of the insurers,

clearly finding the

expertsfrom theRoyal

Philatelic Society of

London far more

credible than the one

presentedby the other

side ñwhomnobody

hadeverheardof.ò



In 1904, the first Lloydôs motor policy was issued at a price of £1 per horsepower. 

5.1  Cars

Advertising post card

froman underwriterboth

motor-vehicle and live-

stock insuranceshows

Lloydôshomeatthattime.

When figures first becameavailable in 1931, motor insuranceat Lloydôsamountedto £32m. That figure

doubledby 1948 and had nearly tripled by 1950. In 50 years,the extremepopularityof the automobilehad

causedpremium volumesfor motor insuranceto approachwhat had taken fire insurancethree centuriesto

achieve.

Perfin L3410-01M856 on the Wilding queen would have 

been used in the 1950s heyday of the automobile.

Three times in the last

century Lloydôshas

outgrown its space. In

1928 the Society

moved into the first

building it had owned,

at 12 Leadenhall

Street.


